
 

 
 
 

 

Memo 
 
Date:  September 13, 2021 
 
To: Clergy, parish secretaries and bulletin editors 
 
From: Patrick Metts, LPC, associate director, Office of Formation and 

Discipleship 
 
Re: Domestic Violence Awareness Month and Mass 

 
 
October is Domestic Violence awareness month. Annually, the Office of 
Formation & Discipleship updates our online resources and referral 
information currently available in English, Spanish and Vietnamese. Please 
take a moment to familiarize yourself with the resources on our webpage and 
consider printing pamphlets to raise awareness in your parish.  
 
Mass will be offered by Bishop Ned Shlesinger for the 2021 National 
Observance of Domestic Violence Awareness Month on Thursday, October 7, 
at 12 p.m.  The Mass will be livestreamed from the chancery Chapel of St. 
Dominic. Please join us in prayer for all those affected by domestic violence.   
 
To learn more about the Catholic response to domestic violence, visit the U.S. 
bishops’ website for their pastoral letter: “When I Call for Help”. Additionally, 
Catholics For Family Peace has prepared a toolkit of helpful resources 
in English and Spanish to use this month.  
 
USCCB Resources 

• When I Call for Help is available online for download.  
• Preaching Resource on Domestic Violence Throughout the Liturgical Year 
• This English/Spanish Sign, with the National Domestic Violence Hotline 

and space to add local resources, is designed for use in restrooms. 
• Life Matters: Domestic Violence – a pamphlet from the USCCB’s Pro-Life 

Secretariat. 
• Made for Love, Episode 4: When Love Means Leaving (Domestic Violence). 
• More information can be found on the USCCB’s Domestic Violence Page. 
• Catholics For Family Peace have drawn together many helpful resources 

for parish leaders to use during October and throughout the year.  
 

https://archatl.com/ministries-services/pastoral-care-ministry/domestic-violence/
https://livestream.com/accounts/3320827/events/9044180/player?width=640&height=361&enableInfoAndActivity=true&defaultDrawer=feed&autoPlay=true&mute=false
http://bit.ly/usccb_dv
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec9baf35001/19f3e531-693b-4326-b571-c8caf8fb1fe7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec9baf35001/db1913aa-3622-43d8-a07f-dd109bbee829.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/when-i-call-for-help.cfm
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Preaching-Resource-Liturgical-Year.pdf
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/DVAM.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2013/life-matters-domestic-violence.cfm
http://www.marriageuniqueforareason.org/2018/02/01/made-love-ep-4-love-means-leaving-domestic-abuse/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/index.cfm
http://www.catholicsforfamilypeace.org/


For further information, please contact me at (404)920-7643 or 
pmetts@archatl.com. 
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