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U.S. culture tends to look at raising children as a private choice, but Catholic
teaching sees it as a valuable gift to the wider society, one which society in
its turn has a duty to support. This talk will discuss the view of care for
young children in Catholic social thought: how the Church views it as
valuable work; how it fits with paid work parents may do outside the home;
and how society should support it.

Kate Ward is an assistant professor of theology at Marquette University. She is the
author of Wealth, Virtue, and Moral Luck: Christian Ethics in an Age of

Inequality (Georgetown University Press, 2021.) Her research on economic ethics
and ethical method has appeared in journals including Theological Studies, the
Journal of Religious Ethics, American Journal of Economics and Sociology, and the
Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics. Before earning her Ph.D. in theological
ethics at Boston College, she worked in the labor movement helping organize
workers in Catholic healthcare settings. She also holds a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Harvard and an M.Div. from Catholic Theological Union.
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