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Dr. Roberta C. Bondi 
is professor emerita 
of church history and 
spirituality, Candler 
School of Theology, 
Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
In her work as a 
church historian Dr. 
Bondi has sought to 
make the wisdom 

of the early church and the insights of monastic 
spirituality available to contemporary Christians. 
Dr. Bondi did her graduate work at University of 
Oxford (England) on the early theology of the 
Oriental Orthodox Churches. She also was active 
for a number of years with Faith and Order of the 
National Council of Churches, and a participant 
several consultations with the World Council of 
Churches, Faith, and Order. 

Her books, To Pray and To Love and To Love as 
God Loves, explore the life of prayer as exemplified 
by Christian monks of ancient Egypt. Dr. Bondi, also 
wrote Memories of God, In Ordinary Time: Healing 
Words of the Heart, and Wild Things: Poems of 
Grief and Love; Loss and Gratitude. In addition,    
Dr. Bondi is a retreat and workshop leader.

Dr. Roberta C. Bondi
Dr. Robin Darling 
Young is a 
historian of early 
Christianity and 
its literature.  Her 
work concentrates 
upon the regions 
of Eastern 
Mediterranean: 
Greek, Syriac,      
and Armenian.

She graduated from Mary Washington College, 
and received her MA and PhD from the University 
of Chicago. Professor Darling Young has written 
extensively on topics and authors from the late-
first century through the sixth, directed numerous 
dissertations in early Christian history and thought. 
Most recently, she has concentrated on the works 
of the monastic philosopher Evagrius of Pontus. 
She is directing a translation project of his Gnostic 
Trilogy, is the solo translator of his Letters from the 
Syriac in which they were preserved, and is finishing 
a book-length study of his extensive work on the 
implications of Christian askesis, or discipline, in the 
context of early Egyptian monasticism. She is the 
President-of the North American Patristic Society.

Dr. Robin Darling Young

Dr. Gary W. Moon
Gary W. Moon (PhD, MDiv, Fuller Theological Seminary) served as the founding 
director of the Martin Family Institute and Dallas Willard Center for Christian 
Spiritual Formation at Westmont College in Santa Barbara, California. He 
also served as the founding director of the Renovaré International Institute for 
Christian Spiritual Formation and the founding editor of Conversations Journal. 
Presently he serves as distinguished professor of psychology and Christian 
spirituality at Richmont Graduate University, the director of Conversatio Divina, 
the resource development center for the Martin Institute, and as co-director 
of Fuller’s doctor of ministry degree program in spiritual direction, which 
blends ancient Christian spirituality, Ignatian spirituality, and spiritual formation 
insights from Dallas Willard. Recent books include: Becoming Dallas Willard, 
Apprenticeship with Jesus, and Falling for God.



Rev. Dr. Panayiotis 
Papageorgiou

The Rev. Dr. 
Panayiotis 
Papageorgiou was 
born on the island of 
Cyprus. He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Chemical Engineering 
from City College, 
New York, a Master of 
Science in Chemical 
Engineering from 
the University of 

Notre Dame, a Master of Divinity from Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology, Brookline, 
Massachusetts and a PhD in Early Christian 
Studies from the Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC.

He has served as a priest in the US and Cyprus 
and taught Orthodox Theology and Spirituality in 
Cyprus, Jerusalem, Canada and the US. Presently, 
he serves as pastor of Holy Transfiguration Greek 
Orthodox Church, in Marietta, Georgia.

Fr. Panayiotis continues to pursue research in the 
Late Antique Roman History and Theology and 
is the author of many articles. He has recently 
published the book: Homilies on Romans by St. 
John Chrysostom, Volume 1, (modern English 
translation) Holy Cross Press, 2013 and is working 
on the second volume. 

Fr. Panayiotis and his wife,Catherine, have 
two children, a son (Efstratios) and a daughter 
(Olympia).

Dr. Charles Nienkirchen 
is professor of Christian 
history and spirituality 
at Ambrose University 
in Calgary, Alberta. For 
many years he was 
visiting professor of 
Christian spirituality 
at Tyndale Seminary 
in Toronto, Ontario. 
As well, he has been 
visiting scholar in 

residence at Oxford University, England, Tantur 
Ecumenical Institute in Jerusalem and Tamilnadu 
Theological Seminary in Madurai, South India. 
Concern for integrating academics and spirituality 
took him to the Pecos Benedictine School for 
Spiritual Directors near Santa Fe, New Mexico.   

With German Methodist roots and a surname 
that translates as “new church”, his teaching, 
research, writing, and ecumenical retreat ministry 
have focused on the historical, theological, and 
practical dimensions of spiritual renewal. Also, he 
is the founding director of Down Ancient Paths, a 
government award winning travel study program 
at Ambrose University, which explores and seeks 
to dialogue with the oldest Christian traditions in 
the world. He has been a global traveller across 
North America, Central and South America, the 
British Isles, Europe, Russia, the Middle East, 
Asia, and Africa, giving him an extensive exposure 
to Christianity’s capacity to incarnate itself in a 
broad spectrum of host cultures. His personal 
spiritual journey has been “multi-culturalized” 
and immeasurably enriched by life-empowering 
formational experiences in Eastern Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Protestant, and 
Pentecostal/Charismatic traditions. 
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Rev. Joshua Toepper
The Rev. Joshua Toepper is a priest in the Anglican Church of North America 
and the pastor of adult discipleship at Mt. Bethel United Methodist Church 
in Marietta, Georgia. He holds a Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in 
intercultural studies from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky, 
and a ThM from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. He will begin work on a 
PhD in missiology studying the missional spirituality of John Wesley’s English 
preachers at the University of Manchester (United Kingdom) in early 2020.


